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tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΩǎ ¦ƴƛǉǳŜ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ

Average age of homes Poverty rate 
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L&I Permit and License Revenue
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Construction Statistics
Permit Issuance  
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Construction Statistics 
Unsafe Properties
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Construction Statistics
Imminently Dangerous Buildings 
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ISSUE #1 ςSheeting & Shoring Failures 
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ISSUE #2 ςLack of Shear Walls 
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ISSUE #3 ςBasement Dig-Outs

9



ISSUE #3 ςBasement Dig-Outs 
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ISSUE #3 ςBasement Dig-Outs
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ISSUE #3 ςBasement Dig-Outs
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ISSUE #4 ςDamage to Adjacent Property 
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ISSUE #4 ςDamage to Adjacent Property 
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ISSUE #5 ςUnsecured Construction Sites 
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ISSUE #6 ςPoor Dust and Soil Control
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ISSUE #7 ςSidewalk and Street Blockages
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ISSUE #8 ςBuilding Envelope Deterioration 
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Factors ςάLƴŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎέ
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Factors ςάDŜǘ wƛŎƘ vǳƛŎƪ aŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅέ 
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"INVESTOR ALERT!! This property is priced to sell in a VERY desirable 
location. Owner is only selling because he has a larger investment 
opportunity. Building and zoning permit APPROVED for single family 4 
bedroom 3.5 bathroom home with a roof deck! Tax abatement applied for 
pending approval! Owner will be reviewing all offers by next Monday."



Factors ςά9ȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ wŀƛƴŦŀƭƭέ 
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Factors  
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ÅConstruction in all forms is a high risk activity 

ÅAge of Building Stock. Many homes built with rubble stone foundations. 
Suspectable to collapse when undermined 

Å¢ƘŜ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ /ƻŘŜ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ άǘŜŀǊ 
Řƻǿƴǎέ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŀƭŀōƭŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ  {ǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘŜŀǊ Řƻǿƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ 
of a row and one side of a twin 

ÅChange in the Building Code allows basements to be used as habitable space 
including sleeping rooms but requires 7.5-ft high ceilings 

ÅBuilding Boom    

ÅTrend toward larger homes  

ÅInexperienced Contractors / Get Rich Quick Mentality 

ÅExcessive Rainfall  



Response - Riverwards Coalition Formation
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Modeled after the Police Advisory Counsel Concept 

1. To improve and expand L&I-community relations and 
communication. 

2. To provide community perspective and recommendations 
concerning L&I procedures and code enforcement efforts. 

3. To promote awareness of critical life-safety issues.  

4. To encourage individuals and groups to assist L&I in its code 
enforcement efforts. 

5. Improve response times when there is an emergency situation.   



Response ςEducational Media  
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