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City’s Vision



▪ Utilize creative placemaking and interactive programming 

at the geographic and civic center of Philadelphia to educate 

the public on the City’s visionary planning and sustainability 

efforts. 

▪ Spur interest in and attract additional funding commitments 

for a permanent redesign of City Hall Courtyard. 

▪ Create a cohesive network of public spaces in Center City by 

enhancing City Hall’s landscape to serve as a meaningful link 

in the network of public spaces leading from Fairmount Park 

to City Hall. 



Philadelphia2035



WATERPROJECTIONS

Central District Plan





The Role of Water







Guiding Principles



▪ Provide a visible stormwater management element

▪ Provide comfort while adding character (seating, 

shade)

▪ Emphasize landscaping/greening in courtyard

▪ Encourage flexible, multi-purpose uses and 

programming

▪ Encourage and create an inclusive space



▪ Connect City Hall’s ground floor with Dilworth Park, 

aprons, portals, and the courtyard 

▪ Preserve crossroads/circulation and importance of 

the courtyard center 

▪ Reclaim unused / unnecessary space

▪ Preserve open view of sky and tower

▪ Preserve intimacy of courtyard



Improvements to Date



Adapted from Lemon | Brooke

COMPLETED / 
PLANNED
IMPROVEMENTS



CITY HALL GATES



COURTYARD PLANTS AND FURNISHINGS



COURTYARD PLANTS AND FURNISHINGS



COURTYARD PLANTS AND FURNISHINGS



North

APRONS

North Broad South East



NORTH APRON PHASE 2



NORTH APRON PHASE 2



PORTAL MASTER PLAN



Southwest Airlines 
Heart of the Community Grant



Heart of the Community









▪ RFQ: 24 responses

▪ Five finalists were give stipends to design a detailed proposal

▪ Budget: $70,000

▪ Winning Team:

▪ EXIT (project management, signage design)

▪ Sikora Wells Appel (landscape architecture)

▪ Reilly Remodeling (fabrication)

RFQ / P



Modular Structure
Recycled Materials
Stormwater Management  
Greenery 
ADA Accessibility
Branding 

EXIT
Sikora Wells Appel 
Reilly Remodeling 



EXIT
Sikora Wells Appel 
Reilly Remodeling 
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