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An Activity Every Minute

The Parkway should be a walkable street:
a promenade that is a destination in and of itself,
a place that makes visitors want to stay and explore.

A walk along the Parkway should be constantly
engaging, with various small-scale, street-related
activities spaced so the next one is never more
than a minute away.

These activities can be located in architecturally
distinguished structures that have a common
vocabulary yet varied size and design—a layer
of unique elements that defines the space and
character of the Parkway.

Diagram of one-minute walking distances along the Parkway and entrances of major pedestrian-generating activities.
West of Logan Circle, there are few entrances within an easy walk of the Parkway.

Conceptual plan for locating “an activity every minute.”




A Mixed-Use Parkway

The focus of new development along

the Parkway should clearly be cultural and
educational institutions. But a careful mix
of other activities, such as residential and
retail, can help make the Parkway more
lively for more of the day.

Some blocks might have several building,
with several different uses. Even buildings
serving one institution can be imagined as
“mixed-use.” For example, semi-public
activities, such as dining areas and gift shops,
should be oriented to, visible from and access-
ible from the Parkway and the cross sereets
—adding activity and interest to the
pedestrian realm.

Benjamin Franklin Parkway Framework Plan

Design Strategies

Underground utilities criss-cross the area, but there are ample
opportunities o put parking underground or tucked behind

new buildings. Parking facilities should serve multiple buildings;

) I

3 ing and phasing will require careful planning.

Along with the streets that already exist, certain important
view corridors (towards the library, for example) and
pedestrian paths suggest ways that blocks could be divided
into smaller development parcels.

Restaurants, cafes, arts and gift shops and local shopping
can enliven—but should not dominate—the Parkway arca.
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Conceptual studies of how a varicty of building might be developed along the Parkway.
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Museum / Museum / Apartment Bidg  Rowhouses

Institutsonal Institutional 2000 x 80

2000 x 250° 100k sf 2000 x 150" GOk sf 10 dwifloos

Two stories Two stories Multiple stories
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Continuity: Layered Public Space Along the P

The formal promenade of the Parkway, defined
by allees of trees, could give way to a series

of more intimate spaces, such as courtyards,
gardens, terraces or lawns. These spaces could
be stages for activities and events that spill out
of the buildings, or overflow or staging areas
for Parkway events.

This sequence of spaces should be designed
with a concern for continuity along all the
blocks between Eakins Oval and Logan Square.
The edges of buildings could maintain this
continuity, by using similar materials, holding
a cornice line, or replicating scaling elements.

The public space Median Access Sidewalk Structure for Setback zone/ Public section

of the Parkway  allee  road allee  street activity activity zone

East of Logan Square, buildings define the Parkway and small public spaces
along it. Along the western portion of the Parkway, allees of trees enclose
the street space, and gentle slopes create enclosures and prospects.
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Benjamin Franklin Parkway Framework Plan
Design Strategies
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